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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DeLorme et al 
(5938040). 

Regarding claim 1, DeLorme et al disclose a position detection device (203, figs. 2&3; 
col. 30, Unes 58+; col. 73, lines 8-17) comprising: 

one or more memories (221, 223 figs. 2&3) that store a set of position points (waypoints, 
col. 32, line 49) defining assigned respective locations (waypoints, col. 32, line 49) within one or 
more physical areas (col. 30, lines 58; col. 32, lines 46+; see maps fig. 5); 

a communication interface (903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col. 72, lines 
1-17) for communicating with one or more signal sources (905, 906, figs. 9A&B) located at one 
of the respective locations (waypoints, col. 32, line 49) proximate to the position detection 
device 203 (coi.73, lines 8-17; col, 30, lines 58+), each of the signal sources (905, 906) having 
information (see GPS 908, fig. 9A, col. 72, lines 1-19) about its respective location, each of the 
signal sources (905, 906) comprising at least one radio fi'equency wireless identification tag (col. 
32, lines 1-26; col. 74, lines 30+) that is stimulated by at least one signal sent fi'om the 
communication interface and that returns the information to the communication interface; 

a path process (figs. 4-6, col. 44, lines 42 thru col. 45, lines 27) that defines one or more 
paths connecting one or more of the position points in response to a user query (906, figs. 9B), 
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the path process further accessing the information (see GPS 908, fig. 9A, col. 72, Unes 1-19) 
from one or more of the signal sources (905, 906) to determine a progress of the position 
detection device through the physical area as defmed by the path; and 

an interface (903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9 A; col. 72, lines 1-17) that 
communicates the progress of the position detection device through the physical area to the user. 

Regarding claim 2, DeLorme et al disclose the device, as in claim 1, wherein the physical 
area (see maps fig. 5) includes any one or more of the following: a street, an interior of a 
building, a transit station, a retail store, and a town. 

Regarding claim 3, DeLorme et al disclose the device, as in claim 1, wherein the 
information includes non-position information (police, camp, eat, etc fig. 5; col. 45, lines 15+) 
about the respective location. 

Regarding claim 4, DeLorme et al disclose the device, as in claim 3, where the non- 
position information (poUce, camp, eat, hotel, etc fig. 5; col. 45, lines 15+) includes any one or 
more of the following information types: 

a building name, an address, a surname, a business name, a work place, a hotel, a 
restaurant, a civic directory, a performance program, a residence address, a directory of 
occupants, a set of directions to a next location, a warning, a designation of one or more 
obstacles, a route, a public announcement, a government notice, tourist information, and exhibit 
information. 

Regarding claim 5, DeLorme et al disclose the device as in claim 1, wherein the interface 
(903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 93 1, fig. 9A; col. 72, fines 1-17) further comprises a tactile 
map interface (933, col. 3, Imes 54-63) that updates (col. 74, lines 5+; col. 75, Unes 52+; col. 76, 
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lines 1-6; col 73, lines 54-64) a tactile map to indicate a current user position and at least one 
direction to a destination. 

Regarding claim 6, DeLorme et al disclose the device as in claim 5, wherein the interface 
(903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col. 72, lines 1-17) further comprises a speech 
synthesis module that converts the progress fi-om text to audio (col. 73, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 7, DeLorme et al (figs 1-9) disclose a method for determining a position 
of a user comprising the steps of: 

storing in a memory (221, 223, fig. 2&3) a set of position points (waypoints, col. 32, line 
49) defming assigned locations (waypoints, col. 32, line 49) within one or more physical areas 
(col. 30, lines 58; col. 32, lines 46+; see maps fig. 5); 

communicating (903, col. 71, Unes 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col. 72, lines 1-17) with 
one or more signal sources (905, 906, figs. 9) located at one or more of the assigned locations 
(waypoints, col. 32, line 49) proximate to a position detection device (203, figs. 2&3; col. 30, 
lines 58+; col. 73, lines 8-17), each of the signal sources (905, 906) having information (see GPS 
908, fig. 9A, col. 72, lines 1-19) about the respective assigned location (col. 73, lines 1+), each 
of the signal sources (905, 906) comprising at least one radio frequency identification tag (col. 
32, Unes 1-26; col. 74, lines 30+) stimulated by at least one signal sent fi"om the communication 
interface and that returns the information to the conmiunication interface; 

defining one or more paths (figs. 4-6, col. 44, lines 42 thru col. 45, lines 27) connecting 
one or more of the position points in response to a user query (906, fig. 9B); 
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accessing the information (see GPS 908, fig. 9 A, col. 72, lines 1-19) fi-om one or more of 
the signal sources (905, 906) to determine a progress of the position detection device through the 
physical area as defmed by the path; and 

communicating (903, col. 71, Unes 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col, 72, Unes 1-17) the 
progress of the position detection device through the physical area to the user. 

Regarding claim 8, DeLorme et al disclose the method as in claim 7, wherein the step of 
communicating further comprises the step of updating (col. 74, lines 5+; col. 75, lines 52+; col. 
76, lines 1-6; col. 73, lines 54-64) a tactile map to indicate a current user position and at least one 
direction to a destination. 

Regarding claim 9, DeLorme et al disclose the method as in claim 8, wherein the step of 
communicating further comprises the step of converting the progress from text to audio (col. 73, 
lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 10, DeLorme et al disclose a system for determining a position of a user 
comprising: 

means (fig. 2&3) for storing in a memory (221, 223, fig. 2&3) a set of position points 
(waypoints, col. 32, line 49) defming assigned respective locations (waypoints, col. 32, Une 49) 
within one or more physical areas (col. 30, Unes 58; col. 32, lines 46+; see maps fig. 5); 

means (903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig, 9A; col. 72, lines 1-17) for 
communicating with one or more signal sources (905, 906, figs. 9A&B) located at one of the 
respective locations (waypoints, col. 32, line 49) proximate to a position detection device (203, 
figs. 2&3; col. 30, lines 58+; col. 73, lines 8-17), each of the signal sources (905, 906, figs. 
9A&B) having information (see GPS 908, fig. 9A, col. 72, lines 1-19) about the respective 
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location (col. 73, lines 1+), each of the signal sources (905, 906) comprising at least one radio 
frequency wireless identification tag (col. 32, lines 1-26; col. 74, lines 30+) stimulated by at least 
one signal sent from the communication interface and that returns the information to the 
communication interface; 

means (figs. 4-6, col. 44, lines 42 thru col. 45, lines 27) for defining one or more paths 
connecting one or more of the position points in response to a user query (906, fig. 9B); 

means (903, col. 71, Unes 60-67) for accessing the information (see GPS 908, fig. 9A, 
col. 72, lines 1-19) from one or more of the signal sources (905, 906) to determine a progress of 
the position detection device through the physical area as defined by the path; and 

means (903, col. 71, Unes 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col. 72, lines 1-17) for 
communicating the progress through the physical area to the user. 

Regarding claim 1 1, DeLorme et al disclose the system as in claim 10, wherein the means 
for communicating (903, col. 71, lines 60-67; 927, 929, 931, fig. 9A; col. 72, lines 1-17) fiirther 
comprises a means for updating (col. 74, Unes 5+; col. 75, Unes 52+; col. 76, lines 1-6; col. 73, 
lines 54-64) a tactile map to indicate a current user position and directions to a destination. 

Regarding claim 12, DeLorme et al disclose the method as in claim 1 1, wherein the 
means for communicating further comprises means for converting the progress from text to 
audio (col. 73, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 13, DeLorme et al disclose the device as in claim 1, wherein the 
wireless identification tag includes any one or more of the foUowing: a radio frequency 
transmitter, an infrared transmitter, and a radio frequency identification tag. 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,514 
Art Unit: 3663 



Page? 



Communication 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronnie Mancho whose telephone number is 703-305-63 18. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Black can be reached on 703-305-8233. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 1 13. 



Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 



September 19, 2004. 




